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A Day in the Life of a  

    Homeless Woman  

Becky ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƧƻōΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀǎ for 
three days before she finally lost her home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

άL ƘŀŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ǎǝƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άL ƘŀǾŜ ƪƛŘπ
ƴŜȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǳƳƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ōƭŀŘŘŜǊΦέ 

.ŜŎƪȅ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌŀƴ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 
ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎΦ  !ƊŜǊ 
ŦƻǳǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ 
[ƻǳƛǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
ƘŜǊ ǘƻ bŜǿ [ƛŦŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǝŎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

ά{ƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ƛǘΦέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
ά.ǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ [ƛŦŜ 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǝŎ /ŜƴǘŜǊτǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ƭƛƪŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƎŜǘ ƘŜƭǇΚέ 

   In April, 2017 I went looking for help with a 

place for shelter, a meal and a shower.  

I called the homeless hotline, they didnôt an-

swer and I left three messages with my name and 

number.  I never received a call back. 

I then walked to Biddle House.  After waiting 

in line to have lunch,ðI tried to get help with 

shelter. They couldnôt help. 

From the Biddle House I walked to St. Patrick 

Center and waited from 12:30pm until 1:00pm 

(while the homeless needed helpð the workers 

were sleeping in their chairs). After waiting over 

an hourða worker opened the door.   As I stood in 

another line, seeking helpð I was finally told 

that there wasnôt any resources  available at 

this time.  I was also told that everyone has to 

be outside until they let the women in at night for 

shelter.  But I wasnôt going to be one of them, they 

had no more room for me.  

All day I walked for hours trying to find help, 

for just the basic needs of a woman or a man. 

The City of St. Louis says their helping with 

our homeless situation. THAT IS A LIE! 

From what I went throughð the city of St. 

Louis should be ashamed.  This problem has been 

going on far too long.  I talked with several home-

less women and men, all looking for shelter.  

WAKE UP ST. LOUIS, WE ALL LIVE HERE!   
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Shelter, Food, Clothing,  

Spiritual guidance, on the Job 

Training in Broadcasting,  

Building Maintenance and Repair, 

Renewable energy,  Agricultural 

training and much more in the  
 

NLEC Leadership  

Training Program  
 

New Life Evangelistic Center has a variety of pro-

grams that allow individuals to have a place to call 

home while they transition back into the work force 

and find permanent housing.  The 2-Year Leader-

ship Training Program where an individual can live 

and work at a NLEC for two years, receiving valua-

ble on the job training as well as life skills and the 

time needed to build their relationship to Christ.      

 

To find out more call (314) 421-3020.               

The planned chaos involved 
the police allowing the 
homeless to sleep on the 
sidewalks between 14th 
and 15th streets for months 
leading up to the shut down 
of NLEC.  The day following 
New Lifeôs closureðthe po-
lice drove the homeless off 
the sidewalks. 

  “It happened  so  

Quickly!” 



My story like so many others isnôt what 

most think of when they hear the term 

ñhomelessò.  I grew up in a middle class fami-

ly, married into a middle class life.  I have 4 

wonderful boys and I worked, had a home. In 

2016 I became ill and was hospitalized on and 

off for over three months.  I lost my job, my 

home.  Now Iôm just one of the people who 

fell on hard times.  I do still have faith but the 

disregard of the homeless is heartbreaking. 

People are sleeping outside because of not 

enough resources to help, and women and 

children and men go hungry daily.  When so 

much food is wasted each day in St. Louis. 

This could happen to anyone who reads 

this.  Please take it to heart.  If this happened 

to me, it can happen to anyone. 

I also want the City to know that some of 

the most compassionate people are the home-

less.  And the people who live near the shel-

ters need to know that we all live here. No 

matter if you are rich or poor, we need to help 

each other and have peace in our City. 

The one Caseworker that I did talk to for 

about 10 minutes said ñIôm so sorry we canôt 

help you. St. Louis, has horrible help for 

the poor and homeless in their time of needò. 
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After walking all day to 

try to get there, I was told 

that there was supposed to 

be transportation to get to 

have a hot meal at 12th & 

Park.  There wasnôt.  So I 

walked from Biddle 

House to the new shelter 

at 12th and Park for wom-

en.  The New Shelter at 

12th and Park is just a 

temporary place that isnôt 

helping the people out . 

They are still turning 

people away because 

there is not enough 

room.               Christine  K. 

At 5:00 pm April 2nd the St. Louis City  
Police Department blocked off Locust 
Street from 14

th
 to 15

th
 street and forced 

all the homeless and staff out of 1411 
Locust.  Many having no place to go 
started wandering the streets of St. Louis 
in search of a vacant building or some 
other place they could sleep.  Knowing 
many would suffer I slept out with them 
sharing blankets, food and care kits 
throughout the night.  In the days follow-
ing the police forced all the homeless off 
the sidewalks and out of the parks as 
they tried to find a place to rest.  Now 
myself and the NLEC Staff are working 
in the streets to help the homeless. 

 Those in the 

lofts  believe the 

homeless are 

being cared for 

just because 

they are now 

out of sight and 

out of mind.  

For more information about  
New Life Evangelistic Centerõs Leadership Training Programs 

Call (314) 421-3020  


